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The Honoreble Edward Kennedy
United States 3enate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senatar Kennedy:

On behalf of SEIU’s more than 1.2 million members, T wani o thank you for
waking the lead to promote quality health care for working families. The
common sense protections proposed in the Patient's Bill of Rights (3. 1850 /
HLE. 360%) will ensure that working families no longer see their health
jeopardized by plans that deny necessary care, restrict acoess 1o specialists or
withhold information.

SEIU is the largest health cars union in the country. We represent mors thatf
610,000 health care workers in all sectors of the Realth care industry, Our
workers see first hand the short cuts and abuses that occur in our health care
system today. In a recent SEIU survey of health care workers, 43%¢ said
parient care has gotten weorse in the past few years, We siropgly suppart
provisions in dve Pedent’'s Bill of Rights o protect workerss who speak ouf on
patient's behalf, recognizing that workers act as advocatas for quality core,

1 am very pleased that vou have adepted many of the recommendations of the
President's Advisary Commission on Consumer Protection and Quality in the
Health Caza Industry. SE[U's Secretary Treasucer, Bery Bednarczys was e
Myember of this commission, and we are plessed thar the issues deliberated
for nine months were addressed in the multi-faceted lagislation you have
inroducad.

Cmee again, thank you for sponsoring this important piece of legislation. We
look forward to working with vour office to promote health care gquality.

Sincerely, -

(_\ | (i
Andrew L. Sem
Intemanional Presidant
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